
 
Oregon Arts Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
 
July 22, 2022 Teleconference 

 
 
Commission Members Present: Jenny Green, Chair; Avantika Bawa; Subashini Ganesan-
Forbes; David Harrelson; Roberta Lavadour, Kamilah Long, Harlen Springer; Matt Stringer. 
 
Board Members Absent: Anne Taylor  
 
Staff Present: Brian Rogers, Executive Director; Kat Bell, Grants & Office Coordinator; Carrie 
Kikel, Communications Manager; Eleanor Sandys, Public Art & Artist Programs Coordinator. 
 
Staff Absent: Liora Sponko 
 
Welcome and Call to Order 
Jenny Green called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m.   
  
Arts Build Communities  
Harlen Springer said he’d like to see a plan for a strong push in rural communities. 
 
Matt Stringer moved that the Arts Build Communities award amount be changed to $5,000. 
Seconded by Avantika Bawa. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Video Interview Pilot for New Operating Support Applicants 
Bawa asked if there would be a choice for a written statement.  
 
David Harrelson said the grants committee agreed there should be a choice. 
 
Stringer moved approval of the video pilot for new Operating Support applicants with a choice to 
submit a written statement. Seconded by Springer. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Small Operating Support – Eligibility for One or Two Years with 501c3 status 
Subashini Ganesan-Forbes said that would mean they have never submitted an IRS report.  
 
Discussion about the need for at least one IRS 990 report to be submitted and at least 24 
months of programming.  
 
Bawa said that makes it a catch 22 if they don’t have the funds to complete a second year of 
programming.  
 
Harrelson said this is coming out of the grants committee and those issues were debated. This 
action was proposed to magnetize things the Arts Commission believes are important and worth 
supporting. It acknowledges a good idea and reduces barriers.  
 



Springer said it was frustrating when they were launching organizations in Florence. It’s the first 
year or two when you most need the money.  
 
Brian Rogers suggested that they be required to have 501c3 status for a year and be prepared 
to submit the first 990. We could say 24 months of programming, 12 months of 501c3 status. 
 
Springer asked how 24 months of programming is proved. He suggested 12 months of 
programming.  
 
Ganesan-Forbes said there needs to be some level of due diligence.  
 
Jenny Green suggested the discussion continue at the October Commission meeting. We need 
to answer to the public; we are spending their money.  
 
Roberta Lavadour said organizations that do an annual festival are different from organizations 
that have ongoing programming. 
 
Green said this will go back to the grant committee for additional discussion. Next grants 
meeting is Aug. 2. 
 
Adjourn 
Green adjourned the meeting at 10:22 a.m.  


